
Beginning Research Skill Development
Using LAUSD’s Digital Library

One area that is easily accessible from the LAUSDnet HomePage is the Digital 
Library.  It is an ideal place to introduce elementary students to the use of the 
Internet for research purposes.

One of the sections that is easy for elementary students to use within the Digital 
Library is “Facts on File.”

This lesson plan illustrates the use of this area.

Sample Grade 3 CA State Social Studies Standard:

3.3 Students draw from historical and community resources to organize the se-quence
of local historical events and describe how each period of settlement left its mark on the land.
1. Research the explorers who visited here, the newcomers who settled here, and the
people who continue to come to the region, including their cultural and religious
traditions and contributions.

Procedure:
1. Have student locate the LAUSDnet homepage at www.lausd.k12.ca.us

2. Once there, click on the reference pop-up menu and pull down to Digital 
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Library.  

3. You will see this page:

4. Scroll the page down to the section that says, “Facts on File.”
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5. You should arrive at this page:

6. On the left side, click where it says, “Grades K-5” under “Curriculum 
Resource Center.”  You’ll see the following screen:
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8. Click on the blue text, which is a link to the next page.  You should see this 
page:

9. From here, the student should be able to click through the categories that 
are clearly presented.  If a student ever gets lost along the way, he or she 
can always click the “Back” button located in the upper left corner of the 
navigation bar of either browser (“Internet Explorer” or “Netscape 
Communicator”).  Here are three examples, one of a famous leader, one of 
an event in history, one a study of a country:
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