Beginning Research Skill Development
Using LAUSD'’s Digital Library

One area that is easily accessible from the LAUSDnet HomePage is the Digital
Library. Itis an ideal place to introduce elementary students to the use of the
Internet for research purposes.

One of the sections that is easy for elementary students to use within the Digital
Library is “Facts on File.”

This lesson plan illustrates the use of this area.

Sample Grade 3 CA State Social Studies Standard:

3.3 Students draw from historical and community resources to organize the se-quence
of local historical events and describe how each period of settlement left its mark on the land.
1. Research the explorers who visited here, the newcomers who settled here, and the

people who continue to come to the region, including their cultural and religious
traditions and contributions.

Procedure:
1. Have student locate the LAUSDnet homepage at www.lausd.k12.ca.us
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2.  Once there, click on the reference pop-up menu and pull down to Digital
1
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You will see this page:
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Author Websites

Look here for links to an author's website
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Scroll the page down to the section that says, “Facts on File.”



EBSCO's MAS Ultra, Health Source, Newspaper
Source, Professional Development Collection,
ERIC, Middle Search Plus, Primary Search Plus,
Animals, Funk & Wagnall's New World
Encyclopedia, MagillOnlineLiterature, and 20th
Century series.

Facts on File
Provides access to the Curniculum Resource
Center and scii , history fticultural, physical

education, career, and gen_r,‘traphy databases.

Gale Group

Provides access to Resource Centers for
Biography, History, Literature (including Twayne's

5.  You should arrive at this page:
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6. Onthe left side, click where it says, “Grades K-5" under “Curriculum
Resource Center.” You'll see the following screen:
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8.  Click on the blue text, which is a link to the next page. You should see this
page:
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9.  From here, the student should be able to click through the categories that
are clearly presented. If a student ever gets lost along the way, he or she
can always click the “Back” button located in the upper left corner of the
navigation bar of either browser (“Internet Explorer” or “Netscape
Communicator”). Here are three examples, one of a famous leader, one of
an event in history, one a study of a country:
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Preview - click here for high-quality printable version.
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Events 1n History

The Great Depression and World War Il

Black Tuesday and the Great Depression

D-Day

The Dust Bowl

The Hindenburg Disaster

The Impact of the Depression on the American People
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Japanese Americans Are Imprisoned




Blacks in World War Il

Events in History > The Great Depression and World War Il

Preview - click here for high-quality printable version.

Date: 1942

Entry

At the beginning of World War I, the U.S. Air
Force refused to train African Americans as pilots,
but this policy was changed because of pressure
from African-American leaders. In 1942 the air

Photograph, Mational Archives,

More about African Americans
in the military:

= Blacks in the dmerican Revaolution

= The Fifty-Fourth Massachusetts
Regiment

force started a training school for African-
American pilots in Tuskegee, Alabama. Many of

(@) Curriculum Resource Center: Grades K-5

9 S ff P = =

Back Forward Stop Refresh Horme AutoFill Print Mail

=@ hittp /P Fofueb corn FSubscr iption factive _default asp? HerID=WESD

(@) The Snorkel: & Resource for Educational Techn... (0 Live Home Page (&) Apple (@) iTools (@) Apple Support (&) Apple Stors

Available Databases | Help

World

—

Custom Search

LR
[ People in History |
Evends in Wisyory
[ Tiraelineg ]
Seience Diagrarmg
(cience ?ro'!fcﬂ : PR 3 y
[ Career ldeas ) . ' § o«
T web Links I >
H“"m . OCAE'.::IA

@ Link: hitp -/ fwurw fofweb.com . Juniors/ JRTheWor Id.asp #5ID=1 & iContinent=Hor th+and+Centrak+ dmer ica

Lo
AUSTRALIA ¥

S

(@) Curriculum Resource Center: Grades K-5

i P = =

Horme AutoFill Print Mail

<4 «

Back Forurard Stop. Refresh

(@D http 7 Furvrw Fofweb com /Subscr iption factive_default asp?ltem D=WESD

(@) The Snorkel: & Resoures for Educational Techn... (1) Live Home Page (@) Apple (@) Tools (@) Apple Support (@) Apple Stors
\/:* CurnculurnResourceCenter(rradesK=5

Custom Search

Auvailable Databases | Help

World > South America

"

LA LL
" People in Mistory |
_ Evenis in History
" Maps & Flags .‘,I -
{ Tiraelines
Science Proiects b
" Career ldeas |
C Wek Links )

@ Internet zone

1apiop/abng | yooqdong |\ upinas | N Aiojsii L sawioany

4




Brazil-j.pdf

44«00

0
AIEEIEIEEN

Brazil
5io Branco

(@ curriculum Resource Center: Grades K-5

e @ P = =

Forward Stop Refresh  Home  ©  AutoFill Frint Mail

4

Eack

(@ http:/ v fofweb com/Subscr iption /active_default.asp? temID=WESD

(@) Live Home Page (@) #pple () iTools (&) Apple Support () Apple Store

(@) The Snarkel: 4 Resource for Educational Techn

Curniculum Rt—‘sour(é’ (enter: Grades K=

i
Custom Search Select Flag: [color =
E - Main Memu . Preview - click here for high-guality printable version (requires Adobe Acrobat Reader).
~ People in Higtory |
g " Euends in History |
3 2 4
Maps & Flags )
é Timelines
g_ Science Diagrams |
Science frn!'ecﬂ )
- 2 4
2 Careey ldea
z 5 4
£ Wek Links
7
I ;. Acro

Link: javasoript:viewPictl ' /onfiles/flags /Brazil-c.gif"

(@) Junior Resource:

O
:} Brazil

Official Name:
Republica Federativa do Brasil/Federative Republic of Brazil

Area:
8,511,965 sq km/3,286,469 sg mi [similar in size to the United States]

Population:
170,115,000 (2000 est.) [three-quarters of the United States]

Capital:
Brasilia

Major Cities:
S&o Paulo, Belo Horizonte, Nova lguacu, Rio de Janeiro, Belém, Recife, Porto Alegre, Salvador, Curitiba,
Manaus, Fortaleza

Major Ports:
Rio de Janeiro, Belém, Recife, Porto Alegre, Salvador

Major Industries:
mining, steel, machinery and transport equipment, food processing, textiles and clothing, chemicals,
petrochemicals, cement, lumber

Natural Resources:



